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Resumen 

El objetivo fundamental de este trabajo es ofrecer un análisis de la noción de comunicación encubierta desde el marco 
teórico de la Teoría de la Pertinencia. Se examinan diferentes mecanismos de encubrimiento en función del tipo de 
estimulo empleado, ost.:nsivo o no-ostensivo, y los diferentes tipos de proceso interpretativo que estos generan. 

Palabras clave: comunicación encubierta, teoría de la pertinencia, enunciados retroactivos. 

Abstract 

Toe main aim ofthis paper is to offer an analysis ofthe notion of covert communicatíon withín thc framework of 
Relevance Theory. We examine differcnt mechanísms of covert informatíon transmission in terms ofthe kind ofstimulus 
employed, ostensive or non-oslenstvc, and the different interpretative processes they bring about. 

Keywords: Covert communícation, Relevance theory, garden-path utterances. 

Résumé 

L'ol:!iectiffondamental de ce travail consiste en une analyse de la notion de sous-entendu dans la communícation dans 
le cadre de la Théorie de la Pcrtinence. Différents mécanísmes de sous-entemlus sont étu<liés en fonctiun du type <le 
stimulation cmployéc, ostensible ou non-ostensible ainsi que les differents types de processus interprétatifa que ceux­
ci génerent. 

Mots clés: Sous-entendus dans la communication, Théorie de la pertinence, énoncés rétroactits. 

Sumario 

l .Introduction. 2. Overt communication and mutual manifestness. 3. Characterizíng covert infonnation transmission.
4. The role of ostensive stimuli in covert infonnation transmission. 5. Conveying infonnation covertly as part of
ostensive-inferential communication. 6. Conclusion.

Pragmali11gfi1slica, 8-9, 2000-2001, 197- 214 

197 

DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.25267/Pragmalinguistica.2000.i8.10



¡'.'lerino Ferradá, 1\r c. -Caven cammllnlCatlOl1. Al'elevance-based approach 

1. 

(1) Oh' \\ av l 1 imited a dinner tomorro\\ 

2. 

See Clark (1 

1 



2 

Ferradá, M' e, Cover! communlca!lOn. A relevance~based nm11'n,nrI1 

'V.'IJ'U""'lVU ofthe different nrr .. ,,,,o!> see Stra",son 
"'n,'rh,~r and Wilson ( Blackhum (1 

1 

envlromnent are 

Bachand 



Merino M' C, - Coverl commrmicalJOn relevance-basedlJlIT1HIlIrrJ 

cornmUtHcator a stírnulus which 
and the cornrnunicator 

to a of 

3. 

Wah 

3 Tanaka .)"p,tU""" ookii mcans , naa is an exclamative and wah is an 



- Covert commumcatlOn. 



Merino Ferradá, M" C. - Cover! commUfIICallOfI. A /"eleval1ce-hased nm,rn,Clr'n 

Rob: 
Alison 

Rob: 

You ha ve him l 

I did not' Hc saw mc by chanceo 
I don't mean John. What I'm 

to tell 

a about 
to wind the \"Vindow up, etc. 

't have 



1\,1' e -Coven commllnlCuflOn.A relevunce-basednm''''',()r'h 



i\'lerino M' e -e ove¡-l commumcat/On. A relevance-based UUiJf tI/¡¡;n 

4. 

Havc you de<:ld¡;:d 

4 See Weiser ( Bach and Ilamlsh Tanaka 



rve c. Cover! comm1/nicat/On. A 



Merino Ferradá, M' C .. Cove!'! commllnlca!wn. A relevance-based 

b) 

lle knows 

reasons. 



s. 

s 

Ferrada. /',1[" C. - Cove¡-I eommllmeallOn A 1'P¡'Plllrnrp_/'l/J 

increase 

(1 G: 
S: 

(J' Ohh', 

G: 

G 
S· 

n,,,,,,,,,,!" eons.:quenc.: that th.: 

S's fírst utteranee. 

¡ser 

=an was 

hhh rm come ovcr 111 a 

to. 

a eom.:rsational 
f{)r il: "Th;;: ú;;:\Íct.: is tha! 

th.: agc. addrcss. or recenl 
In the abon:.lhe 

likc 



Merino M" C. - Cove!'1 communical/On. relevance-based UIJfJlU'lDt 

(11) 

lo t'wo 

a 

b 

6 Sce Carston (1 ,-,,,,, .. k""and \\iilson (1 

7 ~VIJ,~~,u,~lsa~v,,,v,,,u,,,,,, 

COflC¡;:l¡:¡lu,al f¡;:atures, The smaller thi::! relalive contributíon ofthe contell.1ual 

8 taken from Tanaka 



M" C. - Cover! commumcalíon. A relevance-based fH""',...,",.,'" 

(1 

(1 

9 the term pun has been to any utterance ,vhieh gave rise lo more Ihan one 
essentíal dítlerences between diffcrcnt cases. Wc Ihe term retroactlve 

Wlerance to refer to those utterances in whieh the initial eonstrueted the hearer 
and substiluted a seeond and final 

10 ""'''''''H}'''' taken from WilIiamson (1978: 12 



\lermo M' e -Coverl commllillcat/On. A relevance-hased 

(1 1: 
\veekend 

or under a set 

or under a set 

manMG 
""---

or 

XIS a 
X can have sex in an MG 

210 



Ferradá. ~I" c. Caverl commumcallOn relevance-based 

(l turn 

scconds in thc ncw MG car 

11 Lalcrwords in the uttcrancc ~_.,~_.t-_ .... uttcrances can make available neW assumpllíJnswhích will be added to 
the conlex1 in which the utterance NcwassumpÍ1lons 
feels the need lo cxtend ¡he indial context, extension Ihat j¡""'orrl""o 

carried out in one ofthree directíons: 

deductions. 
in ¡he context or in the 

211 

be consídcrcd when the processor 
S:n,'rh.er and Wilson ( could be 

prclce~;scl:!. and 



Merino Ma C. - Cavert cammllmcatlOn 

Pseudo-oslensive coverl 
The cornrnumcator 

lo 



c. -Coverl commumcallon relevance-based 

61-13 1. 

213 




