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By intertwining their research lines, the editors of this volume successfully achieve the 
appropriate resurrection of the classic Whorfian debate: does language influence how one 
understands the world? Thanks to a balanced complete set of scientific papers written by 
different scholars -and therefore from various perspectives- the overall content of the book 
enhances a revealing discussion and impels to further investigation. 

The text is divided into five sections. The first one is an introductory chapter called 
J.fhither Whorf, which consists of a briefing paper by the editors. It effectively prepares the 
reader for an easier grasp of the book's intention by explaining the initíal assumptions so that 
even the unprepared reader is supplied with the basic foundatíonal notions which are nee­
dcd to fo11ow the discussion: the influence of language in thought. Furthermore, a specific 
and clarifying list of contents is provided through an accesible, pleasant style, so the posi­
tions of the contributors are briefly anticipated. Furthermore, the state of the debate is pre­
sented with clarifying instances and several references to previous authors such as Chomsky, 
Vygotsky or even more contemporary scholars, like Slobin, bringing the central issue of the 
compilation -whether thought is influenced by language- back to life. Moreover, the ques­
tion is almost remodelled in tenns of cross-línguistically variability -the fact that language 
realization changes from one language to another. A new question is posed: does cross-lin­
guistically variability correspond to cognitive variability, so that thought varies from a cer­
tain-language-speaking person to another-language-speaking person in the same way as lan­
guage <loes? However, in the argumentation one may miss the consideration of more speci­
fic language phenomena, such as the existence of dialects, although this may be a case for 
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