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The termsphonetics andphonology, likc so many "-ics" and ··-otof!res·· can often be 
off-putting. They sound so complicated and it is probably fair to say that the work of 
Daniel Iones, A. C. Gimson and Peter Ladefoged is, for most, not exactly bedtime reading. 
However, like rnost things, accessibilíty often depends on purpose, context and approach. 
Once we have pruned the suqject down to its root, wc find a somewllat friendlier word: 
pronunciatfon. Of course prommciation and phonetics are not synonyms, but they are 
closely linked. 

Phonetics and pronuncíation, like linguistics and language, lend to be viewed and 
treatcd differently. Phonetics publications are classified in one section, wlúle books on 
pronunciation are compartrnentalized in another - or at least tbey are placed at di:fferent 
ends of the shelf. One is usually considercd theoretical and academic while the other ís 
more practical and ELT related. In Practísing English Consonants we have a book that 
stands somewhere in the núddle, effectively leading the reader from one cnd of the shelf to 
the other. 

Practising Eng!ish Consonants is 011e ofthose books clearly bom out of direct hands­
on experience. After years of teaclúng Phonetics at the University of Cádiz, the authors, 
Elisabeth S. Douglas and M' del Rosario García-Doncel Hemández have jointly produced 
a texi ultirnately designed to aid effective pronunciation and fluency through phonetics. By 
placing a :finn didactic structure onto a solid phonetic framework, the book achieves the 
difficult feat of successfully bridging thc gap bctween thc theoretical and the practica! 
without compromising academíc integrity or losing sight of the ueeds ofthe students. 

Most of the esrablished texts on English phonetics, albeit with sorne notable exceptions, 
are v.>ritten by m1djor those whose mother tongue is Englislt Bnt of course there is a subtle 
difference between phonetics for native speakers and phonetícsfor second language leamcrs: 
the subject is the same, but its functions and purpose may vary. Whereas for the former, 
phonetics generally serves as a way of explaining how and why speech is produced, in thc 
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