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This volume offers a survey of the ma_jor results and on-going rcsearch issues in 
human language technology. lt gives a comprehensive overvicw of the statc of the art 
in spoken and written language technology: the main areas of work, capabilities and 
limitations of current technology and the technical challenges that must be overcome to 
realize human computer interaction using natural communication skills. 

It is organized accordíng to thirteen chapters written by 97 different authors, that 
show the main scientific and technical areas of this field. That is to say, spoken-written 
language input-output; language analysis, generation and discourse; document processing; 
multilínguality; application of mathematícal methods; language rcsources and a final 
evaluation on the different fields. A consistent structure ís achieved all along the book. 
Each of the thirteen chapters consists of an introductory overview of the area under 
analysis, a number of sections dealing with the state of the art for a givcn sub-area, a 
'future directions' section where key research fields are considered and a final 
specialízed bíblíography. 

The study of human language technology is a multidisciplinary entreprise 
requiring expertise in areas of linguistics, psychology, cnginecring and computer sciencc. 
This book is an excellent piece of work not only for the content -a very good current 
description of the state ofthe art-, but for being \J;Títten by the most predominant experts 
on each specialized sub-area. Among others: Ronald Cole, Victor Zue, Joseph Mariani, 
/\.nnie Zaenen, Femando Pereira, Ted Briscoe, Stephen G. Pulman, .Hans Uszkoreit. 
Martín Kay, Antonio Zampolli, Ken Church, Ralph Grishman and Nicoletta Calzolari. 
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